
  

From Your Pastor 
 

June 19, 2009 � June 19, 2010   ~   The Year of the Priest   ~   Church Teaching on Priesthood, III 
 

Pope Benedict XVI has designated this year �The Year 
of the Priest� and has named St. John Vianney the 
universal patron of all priests.  Following is an excerpt 
from paragraphs 3-4 of the Second Vatican Council�s 
Decree on the Ministry and Life of Priests (1965).  
 

3.  Priests, who are taken from among men and ordained 
for men in the things that belong to God in order to offer 
gifts and sacrifices for sins, nevertheless live on earth 
with other men as brothers.  The Lord Jesus, the Son of 
God, a Man sent by the Father to men, dwelt among us 
and willed to become like his brethren in all things 
except sin.  The holy apostles imitated him.  Blessed 
Paul, the doctor of the Gentiles, �set apart for the 
Gospel of God� (Rom 1:1) declares that he became all 
things to all men that he might save all.   Priests of the 
New Testament, by their vocation and ordination, are in 
a certain sense set apart in the bosom of the People of 
God.  However, they are not to be separated from the 
People of God or from any person; but they are to be 
totally dedicated to the work for which the Lord has 
chosen them.  They cannot be ministers of Christ unless 
they be witnesses and dispensers of a life other than 
earthly life.  But they cannot be of service to men if they 
remain strangers to the life and conditions of men.  
Their ministry itself, by a special title, forbids that they 
be conformed to this world; yet at the same time it 
requires that they live in this world among men.  They 
are to live as good shepherds that know their sheep, and 
they are to seek to lead those who are not of this 
sheepfold that they, too, may hear the voice of Christ, so 
that there might be one fold and one shepherd.  To 
achieve this aim, certain virtues, which in human affairs 
are deservedly esteemed, contribute a great deal: such as 
goodness of heart, sincerity, strength and constancy of 
mind, zealous pursuit of justice, affability, and others.  
The Apostle Paul commends them saying: �Whatever 
things are true, whatever honorable, whatever just, 
whatever holy, whatever loving, whatever of good 
repute, if there be any virtue, if anything is worthy of 
praise, think upon these things� (Phil 4:8). 
 

4.  The People of God are joined together primarily by 
the word of the living God.  And rightfully they expect 

this from their priests.  Since no one can be saved who 
does not first believe, priests, as co-workers with their 
bishops, have the primary duty of proclaiming the 
Gospel of God to all.  In this way they fulfill the 
command of the Lord: �Going therefore into the whole 
world preach the Gospel to every creature� (Mk 16:15), 
and they establish and build up the People of God.  
Through the saving word the spark of faith is lit in the 
hearts of unbelievers, and fed in the hearts of the 
faithful.  This is the way that the congregation of 
faithful is started and grows, just as the Apostle 
describes: �Faith comes from hearing, and hearing 
through the word of Christ� (Rom 10:17). 
 

To all men, therefore, priests are debtors that the truth of 
the Gospel which they have may be given to others.  
And so, whether by entering into profitable dialogue 
they bring people to the worship of God, whether by 
openly preaching they proclaim the mystery of Christ, 
or whether in the light of Christ they treat contemporary 
problems, they are relying not on their own wisdom for 
it is the word of Christ they teach, and it is to 
conversion and holiness that they exhort all men.  But 
priestly preaching is often very difficult in the 
circumstances of the modern world.  In order that it 
might more effectively move men's minds, the word of 
God ought not to be explained in a general and abstract 
way, but rather by applying the lasting truth of the 
Gospel to the particular circumstances of life. 
 

The ministry of the word is carried out in many ways, 
according to the various needs of those who hear and 
the special gifts of those who preach�In the Christian 
community, especially among those who seem to 
understand and believe little of what they practice, the 
preaching of the word is needed for the very ministering 
of the sacraments.  They are precisely sacraments of 
faith, a faith which is born of and nourished by the 
word.  This is especially true of the Liturgy of the Word 
in the celebration of Mass, in which the proclaiming of 
the death and resurrection of Christ is inseparably joined 
to the response of the people who hear, and to the very 
offering whereby Christ ratified the New Testament in 
his blood� 

 
                                         

       God bless each of you. 

                                                        


